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High-level delegation of EU auditors visits Lithuania to strengthen 

partnerships with Parliament, Government and NAO, and 

promote best use of EU spending 

A high-level delegation from the European Court of Auditors (ECA) will visit Lithuania 

from 14 to 17 September 2014 to meet with leaders of the Parliament, Government, 

and the National Audit Office (NAO) as its main partners in ensuring effective use and 

scrutiny of EU funds in Lithuania. 

Headed by President Vitor Caldeira and including Rasa Budbergytė, the Member from Lithuania, the ECA 
delegation will meet the Speaker of Parliament, Chairs of parliamentary committees, the Prime Minister, 
the Ministers of Economy, Agriculture, and Finance, the Auditor General and the Chairman of the Board of 
the Bank of Lithuania. The objective of the meetings is to exchange views on the priorities for improving EU 
accountability, explore how best to work together to promote the added value of EU spending, and help 
policy makers and the parliament in Lithuania to make best use of the ECA's audit results. 

During the visit, the ECA delegation will take an active part in the Parliament's conference on “Challenges 
in Accountability and Public Audit”. In addition, the delegation and its partners will discuss the challenges 
in financial and economic governance and the benefits for Lithuania of entering the eurozone on 1 January 
2015. It will also visit a number of projects co-financed by the EU. 

"With our partners in Lithuania, we will work on accountability, public audit and financial management 

issues which concern not only Lithuania but all EU Member States striving to achieve the Europe 2020 

targets," Vitor Caldeira says, in advance of the visit.  

According to Rasa Budbergytė: “It is essential in the years to come that not only the Commission, but also 

the Member States – who are responsible and accountable for 80 % of EU money spent – focus on achieving 

better results and greater EU added value with the EU money. Lithuania – where EU funds represent a 

significant part of the public finances – must still reduce poverty and unemployment, and make other 

important structural reforms in pensions, education and health in order to achieve the targets set in Europe 

2020. Funding for 2014-2020 provides a unique opportunity to achieve these goals, but this requires the 

Lithuanian authorities to change the culture from a focus on spending the money to one that emphasises 

outcomes and results.”  
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Notes to Editors 

The ECA's mission is to contribute to improving EU financial management, promote 
accountability and transparency, and act as the independent guardian of the financial 
interests of the citizens of the Union.  

The ECA has recently published a review of EU accountability and public audit 
arrangements, in which it calls on the EU to improve its financial accountability towards 
citizens. In the ECA's view, the EU should strengthen the links between public financial 
managers, parliaments and public auditors both at EU level and in the Member States. 

Lithuania is the first in a series of planned visits to EU Member States by ECA 
representatives over the next few years. 

Journalists are invited to attend a press conference and press briefing following the 
meetings with PM Butkevičius and Parliament Speaker H. E. Graužiniene. 

Monday 15 September, 13h30 
Press conference by PM Butkevičius, Finance Minister Šadžius, ECA President Caldeira 
and ECA Member Budbergytė  

Tuesday 16 September, 10h30 
Press briefing by Parliament Speaker H. E. Graužiniene, ECA President Caldeira. 

 

 

 

 


