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High-level conference on improving EU accountability: ECA 

engages in dialogue with stakeholders at EU and national level 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) today held a high-level conference, which brought together many 

of those concerned with ensuring that the European Union is accountable for public funds put at stake to 

meet EU objectives. Policy makers, parliamentarians, EU and national auditors, as well as members of 

think-tanks and academics examined the current accountability arrangements in the EU, and provided 

critical reflections on the way these arrangements might evolve in the coming years. Greater 

cooperation between governing authorities, parliaments and auditors at EU and national level is needed 

to provide the public with a better picture of how EU policies and programmes are performing. 

“Effective democratic scrutiny and efficient public audit go hand-in-hand. They contribute to legitimacy by 

making it clear to the EU’s citizens what progress is being made, for example in improving the economy, 

increasing employment prospects, securing the Union’s borders, or protecting the environment, and at 

what cost,” said ECA President Vitor Caldeira, “But for that to happen, the right accountability 

arrangements need to be in place at EU and national level.” 

Mr Kevin Cardiff, the ECA Member responsible for presenting the landscape review and chairman of the 

conference said: “Many of the structures for accountability in the EU are set out in Treaties and legislation. 

These will not change overnight. But the purpose of the ECA landscape review and today`s conference is to 

kick-start a discussion about what change is needed and how it might be implemented.” 

The European Parliament's Vice-President Olli Rehn commented, "I welcome the substantial analysis 

carried out by the ECA in their landscape review, which rightly underlines the need for clarity of roles and 

responsibilities at different levels. At EU level, the intergovernmental arrangements, such as the European 

Stability Mechanism, should be brought into community structures and into the remit of the EU auditors.” 

Ingeborg Grässle, Chair of the European Parliament’s Budgetary Control Committee,  concluded, “I am 

grateful to the ECA for having showed us how complex the EU system has become. I would like to assure 

you that the messages of today will not be lying dormant, but will feed our reflections in the budgetary 

control committee of the Parliament. I would also like to call on all EU institutions to do more for 

accountability.” 
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Notes to editors 

As the EU institution responsible for safeguarding the financial interests of the EU’s citizens the ECA is 
committed to ensuring and improving accountability for EU spending. 

The EU auditors recently reviewed the EU accountability and public audit arrangements and identified 
gaps, overlaps and challenges. The conference provided a platform for a debate between Members of the 
European Parliament (MEPs), the European Commission, the ECA, the European Central Bank, the 
European Investment Bank, the European Stability Mechanism, national audit offices and academia on how 
these arrangements should develop in response to developments in economic, budgetary and monetary 
integration. Discussions concentrated on accountability within the EU, in particular in relation to central 
banks and supervisors, crisis and post-crisis structures,  the leveraging of EU funds with outside 
participation, and strengthening the focus on the EU`s performance. 

The conference addressed the gaps, overlaps and challenges which may exist at EU and Member State 
level, as identified in the ECA`s recently published landscape review of EU accountability and public audit 
arrangements. In its first landscape review, the ECA put forward a model for accountability based on six 
elements:  

1) clearly defined roles and responsibilities; 
2) providing public assurance to the public about the achievement of EU policy objectives; 
3) democratic oversight by parliaments; 
4) creating feedback mechanisms for ensuring improvement over time; 
5) giving strong mandates for the independent external audit of EU bodies in relation to accounts and 
performance; 
6) making adequate provision for audit recommendations to be implemented and followed up. 

Conference Speakers: 

Christopher Bovis, University of Hull  
Vítor Caldeira, President of the European Court of Auditors  
Kevin Cardiff, Member of the European Court of Auditors 
Ingeborg Grässle, Chair of the European Parliament’s Budgetary Control Committee  
Mark Hallerberg, Hertie School of Governance 
Kalin Anev Janse, European Stability Mechanism 
Manfred Kraff, European Commission, Directorate General for Budget 
Brigid Laffan, European University Institute 
Neven Mates, Member of the European Court of Auditors 
Gay Mitchell, former MEP 
Gilles Noblet, European Central Bank 
Claes Norgren, National Audit Office of Sweden 
Henrik Otbo, Member of the European Court of Auditors 
Olli Rehn, European Parliament Vice-President 
Jacques Sciberras, auditor at the European Court of Auditors 
Julie Smith, Cambridge University 
Igor Šoltes, Vice-Chair of the European Parliament’s Budgetary Control Committee 
Jonathan Taylor, European Investment Bank 
Gijs de Vries, St Antony's College Oxford, former Member of the European Court of Auditors 

 
In November 2014, the ECA will publish its 2nd landscape review, in which the EU auditors aim to identify 
the risks to the financial management of the EU budget. The ECA`s landscape reviews, together with its 
annual reports, special reports and opinions, contribute to improving the way our Union works.  

The outcome of the conference, as well as speeches and contributions by the speakers, are available on the 
ECA website eca.europa.eu. A short explanatory video is available here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozAOxSpdDec&feature=youtu.be  

 


