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OLAF needs an independent Controller of procedural 
guarantees, say EU auditors  
An opinion published today by the European Court of Auditors (ECA) supports the European 
Commission’s proposal to strengthen procedural guarantees for persons under investigation by 
the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) by establishing an independent external watchdog, to 
be known as the ‘Controller of procedural guarantees’. In the auditors’ view, the Controller 
should deal with any potential violation of fundamental rights and procedural guarantees in 
connection with ongoing OLAF investigations. Furthermore, the Controller should authorise 
certain investigative steps, e.g. OLAF’s on-the-spot checks and inspections on businesses or EU 
institutions. 

Dr Louis Galea, the ECA Member responsible for the opinion, has commented that: “The European 
Court of Auditors attaches great importance to an effective fight against fraud, corruption and other 
illegal activities. Citizens’ trust in the EU Institutions and basic good governance demand no less. 
Therefore a strong OLAF is needed. However, experience shows that any justifiable investigative act 
can be seriously undermined if people feel that there are insufficient safeguards for the respect of 
individual rights”. 

In its Opinion No 6/2014 the ECA supports the Commission’s legislative proposal aiming at the 
establishment of a Controller of procedural guarantees. However, the ECA recommends amending the 
proposal to enhance the Controller’s independence and better define the scope of his or her 
intervention. 

Under Article 325 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the European Parliament 
and the Council are required to ask for the ECA’s opinion before they adopt legislation in the fields of 
the prevention of and fight against fraud affecting the financial interests of the Union, with a view to 
affording effective and equivalent protection in the Member States and in all the Unions’ institutions, 
bodies, offices and agencies. 

OLAF is a Directorate-General of the Commission but is functionally independent with respect to 
its investigative work. 
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