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EU institutions and bodies should do more to reduce their 

carbon footprint, say EU Auditors 

A report published today by the European Court of Auditors (ECA) calls for the EU 

institutions and bodies to develop a common policy to reduce their greenhouse gas 

emissions (‘carbon footprint’). The report reveals that the 15 audited EU institutions and 

bodies do not yet make full use of the environmental management tools promoted by the 

European Commission. Progress in introducing the European eco-management and audit 

scheme (EMAS) has been slow, information available on the actual amount of emissions is 

patchy and only a few institutions and bodies use green procurement systematically.  

“The EU institutions and bodies need to lead by example to support the upcoming 2030 EU target for 

reducing emissions,” said Ladislav BALKO, the ECA Member responsible for the report, “Paying careful 

attention to environmental performance in their daily operations is important not only for their own 

credibility but also for the credibility of the climate policy of the European Union.” 

The EU auditors found that the EU institutions and bodies managed to reverse the trend of increasing 

greenhouse gas emissions caused by energy consumption in their buildings. However, the patchy data 

available did not allow clear reduction trends for other emission sources to be identified, for example for 

emissions caused by duty travel. More than half of the audited EU institutions and bodies had not set any 

quantified targets for reducing their emissions. Voluntary offsetting to compensate residual emissions is 

used to a limited extent. 

Although the Commission promotes green procurement and model environmental criteria exist, which can 

be used for relevant procedures on a voluntary basis, the auditors found that the most ambitious criteria 

were used in fewer than 20 % of the 160 audited procedures. More than half of these procedures were 

assessed as ‘not green’ or only ‘light green’.   

EMAS registration for public administrations has been possible since 2001 and by June 2014 seven of the 

15 audited EU institutions and bodies had been registered, with five more preparing for registration. 

Where EMAS has been introduced, it has triggered improvements in environmental performance and 

financial savings. 
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Notes to editors: 

ECA special reports are published throughout the year, presenting the results of selected audits 

of specific EU budgetary areas or management topics. 

In this special report (No 14/2014) “How do the EU institutions and bodies calculate, reduce and 

offset their greenhouse gas emissions?” the ECA assessed whether the EU institutions and bodies 

had policies to reduce the impact of their administrative operations on the environment and 

whether these policies were implemented effectively. 

The European Union‘s policy on the environment aims at a high level of protection. Article 11 of 

the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) provides that environmental 

protection requirements must be integrated into the definition and implementation of the 

Union’s policies and activities, in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development. 

The audit covered 15 EU institutions and bodies, i.e. all EU institutions and bodies with more than 

500 staff in 2012 and, in addition, the European Environment Agency for its specific tasks directly 

related to the audit topic. The auditors paid particular attention to the Commission not only 

because of its size but also because of its role as the EU institution which holds the power of 

legislative initiative. 

The EU auditors recommend: 

- the Commission should propose a common policy for reducing the carbon footprint of 

the administrative operations of the EU institutions and bodies. Such a policy should 

include a quantified overall reduction target for greenhouse gas emissions for the year 

2030; 

- the EU institutions and bodies should introduce a harmonised approach for calculating 

and reporting their direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions. They should develop a 

common approach to compensate on a voluntary basis for those emissions that cannot 

be avoided; 

- all EU institutions and bodies should register with the European eco-management and 

audit scheme EMAS and implement it while progressively reducing any scope limitations; 

- green procurement should be used by the EU institutions and bodies wherever possible. 

  

 

 

 


