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EU auditors to examine flood risk management 
The European Court of Auditors is starting to examine whether flood prevention, protection 
and preparedness in the EU are based on sound analysis and are likely to be effective.  

Audit work began this month, with publication planned for late 2018. 

Notes to Editors  

The 2007 EU Floods Directive requires Member States to assess the risk of flooding for all water 
courses and coastlines; to map flood magnitude and the assets and humans at risk in the areas 
concerned; to prepare flood risk management plans; to take adequate and coordinated measures 
to reduce the flood risk; to coordinate their flood risk management practices in shared river 
basins and to refrain from taking any measures that would increase the flood risk in neighbouring 
countries.  Planning should take into account long-term developments, including climate change, 
as well as sustainable land use and water retention practices, to enhance flood resilience 
comprehensively and sustainably. 

According to the European Environment Agency (EEA) (“Flood risks and environmental 
vulnerability”, Report No 1/2016), increased occurrences of extreme rainfall and sea-level rises in 
the coming years are projected to heighten the fluvial, pluvial and coastal flood risk in Europe. 
According to a major reinsurance company, hydrological events represent one-third of the 
economic losses from climate-related extremes for the period 1999 to 2015 in 33 European 
countries, amounting to an estimated €105 billion.  

The EU funds flood-related projects through various funding instruments. For example, under the 
objective for the 2014-2020 period of ‘Climate Change Adaptation and Risk Prevention’, Member 
States and regions can allocate EU funds from the European Regional Development Fund and the 
Cohesion Fund to flood-related projects. 

 
 


