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Chairman, honourable members of the committee,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to thank you, Mr Theurer, and your committee for this opportunity to address you.   

Today, I have the honour of presenting the Court’s 2014 Annual Work Programme. In establishing 
this plan, which sets out our priorities and work for the year, the Members of the Court benefited 
greatly from our dialogue with the Members of the European Parliament, in particular of this 
Committee. 

Together our institutions play essential and complementary roles in ensuring effective accountability 
to citizens for the public funds put at stake to meet EU objectives. 

The Court’s strategic objective for 2013 to 2017 of maximising its contribution to improving EU 
accountability has been a key driver for selecting the tasks in the work programme for this year.  

In line with that objective, we have sought to reflect in our work programme the results of engaging 
with the European Parliament and the Council.  

A key priority for the Court is to focus more on the audit of performance issues. That implies also 
taking measures to improve our capacity to carry out performance audits. 

So, in addition to providing an overview of the reports we intend to produce this year, I would also 
like to highlight a number of specific initiatives of the Court relevant to developing its performance 
audit practice.  In particular, I would like to introduce the results of the 2013 international peer 
review which is being published today.  

Chairman, honourable members 

In 2014, the Court intends to publish: 

- annual reports on the implementation of the EU budget and the European Development 

funds,  

- 51 specific annual reports on agencies and other bodies 

- 24 special reports mostly addressing performance issues, and 

- a dedicated follow-up report to previous special reports.  

Also in line with its strategy, the Court intends to publish the results of two landscape reviews: one 
highlighting where EU financial management is most at risk and the other identifying EU 
accountability and audit deficits.  
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As regards the Court’s annual report on the implementation of the 2013 EU budget, the Court 
intends to ensure continuity and comparability with respect to the Court’s last annual report, and to 
provide more information on the whole multi-annual programming period for 2007-2013. There are 
no methodological changes for the Court to signal on this occasion.   

However, I would like to inform the committee that the Court is currently in the process of 
considering the potential impact, on its statement of assurance audits and annual reports on 2014 
onwards, of the financial framework for 2014 - 2020 and the changes in EU financial management 
that will accompany it. 

As regards special reports, in 2014 the Court intends to carry out performance audits on topics 
under all financial framework headings. Let me mention an example from each spending area to 
illustrate the range of topics. 

In the area of smart and inclusive growth, we will publish a special report assessing whether 
European Regional Development Fund and Cohesion Fund co-financed investment projects for 
energy production from renewable energy sources have achieved good results.  

There will be a special report on the integration of water policy into the Common Agricultural 
Policy under the heading Sustainable Growth: natural resources. 

Under the heading Global Europe, the Court will publish a special report on the efficient 
management of the European External Action Service (EEAS). 

As specifically requested by this Parliament, under the heading of Administration, the Court will 
analyse the potential cost savings from a single seat for the European Parliament. 

Finally, in the area of Security and citizenship, the Court will audit the effectiveness of the 
implementation of the External Borders Fund. 

A full list of all special reports – including details of the audit objectives – is provided in the annex to 
the work programme document. 

Chairman, honourable members, 

Ensuring effective accountability and audit within the EU’s evolving frameworks for financial and 
economic governance is a matter of considerable concern for our respective institutions. 

In response to developments at EU level, the Court is carrying out an audit on the European Banking 
Authority, and   it has created a special project team to improve its overall capacity to audit in this 
area.  

We have brought together staff with the appropriate profiles and expertise from across the Court to 
carry out the audits, we have given them specialised training, and we have recruited a senior expert 
in the field, from outside the Court, to support them.  

The project team’s first engagements will focus on: 
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- the Commission’s role in macro-financial assistance programmes for Hungary, Ireland, 

Latvia, Portugal, and Romania under the Balance of Payment and European Financial 

Stabilisation Mechanism (EFSM); 

- macro-financial assistance to Greece; and 

- the excessive deficit procedure (EDP).  

Through this combination of tasks on new areas,  special reports on topics under all financial 
framework headings, and its annual reports, the Court aims to provide the European Parliament, and 
in particular this Committee, with a sound basis for exercising its key role in ensuring public 
oversight of EU activities again this year. 

At the same time, we recognise that the European Parliament and other stakeholders expect the 
role of the Court to continue to evolve in the future. 

The Court welcomes the engagement of the Parliament with the work of the Court and the view 
expressed in its report on the future role of the Court that any reform of the Court should be seen in 
the wider context of the challenge of improving EU accountability. 

The Court looks forward to addressing those issues in the European Parliament’s report where it has 
the power to act. Those issues mainly relate to the Court’s work, its stakeholder relations and its use 
of resources. In many cases, the Court has relevant initiatives underway as part of the process for 
implementing its strategy for 2013-2017. 

The Court will take the opportunity, when continuing with these initiatives, to take account of the 
suggestions and concerns included in the European Parliament’s report. On this occasion last year, I 
outlined what some of those initiatives would be.   Today I would like to share with you some of the 
results of four of the initiatives.  

First, the Court has developed a new programming procedure. It introduces an annual policy and 
risk review in order to take better account of the policy priorities of stakeholders, including key 
cross-cutting financial management issues.  

Second, the Court has adopted a communications and stakeholder relations strategy for 2013 and 
beyond. The key priority is to further strengthen relations with key institutional stakeholders, 
namely the European Parliament and the Council, in order to better reflect legislative and budgetary 
priorities in the Court’s work programme.  

Of immediate interest to this Committee is that a Court Member will be assigned specifically to 
enhance and facilitate institutional relations. Furthermore, we are looking to communicate our 
results more effectively by developing our publications and modernising our arrangements for 
dealing with the media. 

Third, the Court is looking to improve the way it operates. It has completed two significant internal 
reviews: one to streamline our audit and reporting processes; and another to identify ways to 
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improve the efficiency and effectiveness with which the Court manages its audit-related activities. 
The reviews have resulted in wide ranging proposals designed to improve the responsiveness of the 
Court and the timeliness of its reporting. 

Fourth, in parallel to these two internal reviews, the Court has been the subject of a second external 
international peer review. The exercise took place in 2013 and the report is published today. The 
peer review focused on the Court’s performance audit practice and it followed up the 
recommendations of the previous peer review. 

We are very pleased that an excellent team of colleagues from the Bundesrechnungshof of Germany, 
the Cour des comptes of France and the Riksrevisionen of Sweden were made available for the 
review. I would like to thank those Supreme Audit Institutions for that as well as the individual 
members of the peer review team for their valuable and thorough work. 

The Court notes with satisfaction the peers’ conclusion that the Court has systematically followed up 
on the recommendations of the previous peer review of 2008, and that it has already taken a 
number of steps to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of its performance audit practice.  

The Court is also encouraged that the peers found that we have progressively developed our 
performance audit standards, manuals and guidelines in close compliance with international 
professional standards. Furthermore, we support the observation that our strategic commitment to 
enhancing EU accountability is a prerequisite for gaining recognition as a relevant player within the 
complex structure of European institutions and for adding value through our audit work.  

The Court appreciates the peers’ constructive comments and recommendations which also identify 
opportunities and challenges for us to further strengthen our performance audit practice. The 
recommendations largely confirm and complement the results of the Court’s own internal initiatives.  

As well as confirming the scope to streamline the audit process and to take better account of the 
perspectives of the Court’s stakeholders when selecting tasks, the peers also encourage the Court to 
formulate more practical recommendations addressed specifically to bodies at EU or national level 
and to review the nature and content of the exchanges with the Commission as its main auditee.  

Chairman, honourable members, 

The Court now has at its disposal highly valuable recommendations from the three most important 
sources: its main stakeholder – the European Parliament, its peers – other Supreme Audit 
Institutions, and its own management and staff.  

The Court believes that implementing these recommendations in a coherent manner over the period 
of its strategy will provide a sound basis for the future development of our institution and, thereby, 
for maximising the contribution it makes alongside other EU institutions, such as this Parliament, to 
the shared goal of improving EU accountability to citizens. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 
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