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President, honourable members,  

Commissioner Šemeta, 

I would like to thank the European Parliament for this opportunity to say a few words on behalf of 
the Court at the conclusion of the discharge procedure on financial year 2012. I would also like to 
congratulate the rapporteur, Mr Pieper, and the Committee on Budgetary Control on their report. 

As you know, the Court found that financial management in 2012 followed the pattern of previous 
years of this programming period. The EU accounts were reliable. But there were still too many 
errors of regularity in the transactions underlying those accounts. And there is still too little 
information available about the results achieved by EU spending. 

In this context, allow me to make three brief points on specific issues. 

First, the Court notes with satisfaction the contribution of its work to the thorough analysis of EU 
financial management in 2012 that the European Parliament presents in the discharge resolution. In 
particular, the Court welcomes that the discharge resolution identifies the opportunity for the 
Commission to foster a performance culture in EU financial management. 

Second, the Court also welcomes the European Parliament’s call for the Commission to implement 
effective net financial corrections on Member States during the current financial framework period. 
This will strengthen the incentive for Member States’ authorities to exercise effective control over 
the regularity of EU spending at the beneficiary level. 

Finally, the Court notes the European Parliament recognises the financial pressure facing the EU 
budget and the need to improve the management of EU cash-flows.  

The outstanding financial commitments and liabilities of the EU have grown considerably under the 
2007 to 2013 programming period. In 2012 and 2013, the Commission was unable to meet all 
payment requests. This trend is likely to continue as the multi-annual financial framework 2014-2020 
also sets a significantly higher ceiling for commitments than for payments.  

The mid-term review of the multi-annual financial framework will provide an opportunity to address 
this issue. To do so effectively will require the Commission to provide a long range cash-flow 
forecast, as recommended by the Court and endorsed by the European Parliament. 

President, honourable members, 

This year’s discharge procedure exemplifies once more the good cooperation between our 
institutions during this parliamentary period. We look forward to continuing to work closely with the 
new Parliament to help ensure effective accountability to EU citizens for the public funds put at stake 
to meet EU objectives. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

 


