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Critical shortages of medicines
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What did we find?
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Issues within 
the EU single market

Export bans Low market price 
transparency

Differing labels and 
package sizes

No effective 
framework for 
dealing with critical 
shortages.

The European 
Medicines Agency 
provided important 
coordination to 
help reduce the 
impact of shortages.

Fragmentation of 
the EU medicines 
market hinders the 
free flow and 
availability of 
products, and 
results in unequal 
access to them.

Long-standing 
issue in the EU

Different medicines 
available to patients 
across the EU

Efforts to address 
root causes 
(including supply 
chain vulnerabilities) 
are still at an early 
stage.
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