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Th e eu r o p e a n Co u r T o f au d i T o r s (eCa) u n d e r Ta k e s:

o Financial  audits  -  on the rel iabi l i t y  of  accounts and the legal it y  and 
re gu lar i t y  o f  t r ans a c t i o ns .  F in an cia l  au di t s  are  g e n e r a l l y  re qui re d 
by le gis lat ion (not ably  the s t atement  of  assurance,  or  ‘ DA S’ )  on an 
annual  basis . 

o  Compliance audits  -  a  key component of  f inancial  audit ,  comprising 
a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  w h e t h e r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  ( i n c o m e  o r  s p e n d i n g)  o r 
s y s t e m s  o f  s p e c i f i c  b u d g e t a r y  a r e a s  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  a n d 
re gulat ions  governing them. 

o  Pe r f o r m a n ce  a u d i t s  -  o n  th e  s o u n d n e ss  o f  f i n a n cia l  m a n a g e m e nt 
(including value for money).  These audits are on specif ic management 
or  budgetar y  topic s ,  of ten cover ing a  numb er  of  f inancial  year s . 

  
 
P e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  a u d i t  t o p i c s  a r e  s e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  E C A’s 
d i s c r e t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c r i t e r i a  s u c h  a s  r i s k  o f  i r r e g u l a r i t y  o r  p o o r 
per formance, potential  for improvement and public interest.  Their complex 
a n d  d e t a i l e d  n a t u r e  m e a ns  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  to 
complete.
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Th e  Co u r T  p u b l i s h e s  T h e  r e s u lT s  o f  i T s  a u d i T  w o r k 
i n  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  T y p e s  o f  r e p o r T s:

o A n n u a l  r e p o r t s  -  p r e p r e s e nt  t h e  r e su l t s  o f  f i n a n ci a l  au d i t s  o f  t h e 
EU  b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  Eu r o p e a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  Fu n d s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f 
s tatement s  of  assurance.  T hese t wo rep or t s  are  publ ishe d to gether 
in  Novemb er  of  the fo l lowing year.

o  Sp e ci f ic  annual  re p or t s  -  present  the result s  of  f inancia l  audit s  of 
the EU agencies and decentral ised bodies .  They are published at  the 
end of  the fo l lowing year. 

o  Sp e ci a l  r e p o r t s  -  p res ent  th e  result s  of  s e le c te d p er for mance and 
compliance audit s .  Sp e cia l  rep or t s  can b e publ ishe d at  any t ime of 
the year.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  E C A  i s  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  p r o v i d e  i t s  o p i n i o n  o n  n e w  o r 
u p d a t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  a  f i n a n c i a l  i m p a c t .  I t  c a n  a l s o  i s s u e  p o s i t i o n 
p ap e r s  on topic s  of  interes t  at  i t s  own discret ion. 

T h e  EC A  -  in  l i n e  w i th  oth e r  su p re m e  au di t  ins t i t u t i o ns  -  c ar r i e s  o u t  i t s 
work  in  comp l iance w ith  i nte r n ati o n a l  s t an d ar d s  to  ensure  th e  high es t 
professional  qual i t y. 
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O ur obje c t ive  for  the p er io d 2013 to  2017 is  to  ma ximise  the value of  the 
EC A’s  co nt r i b u t i o n  to  EU  p u b l i c  a cco u nt a b i l i t y.  To  m e e t  t h is  o b j e c t i ve , 
our  pr ior i t ies  are  to:

ECA STRATEgY 2013-17

o  Fo cus the EC A’s  pro duc t s  on improving EU accountabi l i t y ;

o  W o r k  w i t h  o t h e r s  t o  l e v e r a g e  t h e  E C A’ s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  E U 
accountabi l i t y ;

o  guarante e the EC A’s  continuing professional ism;

o  make b es t  use of  the EC A’s  k nowle dge,  sk i l ls  and e xp er t ise;

o  D emons trate  the EC A’s  p er formance and accountabi l i t y.

In  l in e  w ith  i t s  n ew s tr ate g y,  th e  EC A w i l l  sub mit  i t s e l f  to  a  p e er  rev iew 
on i t s  p er formance audit  pro cess . 
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T h e Euro p ean Co ur t  of  Au dito r s  is  th e  e x te r nal  au dito r  of  th e  Euro p ean 
Uni o n .  m os t  o f  i t s  re s o u rce s  a re  d evo te d  to  au d i t i n g  th e  b u d g e t  o f  th e 
EU.  H owever,  the  EC A a lso  audit s  the  Europ ean D eve lopm ent  Funds  and 
the EU agencies ,  de central ise d b o dies  and other  ins t i tut ions . 

This document provides an over view of the ECA’s planned work and output 
for  2013. 

THE PLANNED WORK OF THE  
EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS  

IN 2013

Th e  eC a i n T e n d s  T o  p u b l i s h :

o  53 annual  re p or t s  on the 2012 f inancial  year,  including the annual 
r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  EU  b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  Eu r o p e a n  D eve l o p m e nt  Fu n ds , 
and the specif ic annual repor ts on EU agencies,  decentralised bodies 
and other  ins t i tut ions;

o  20 sp e cial  re p or t s  in  the areas  of  sustainable  grow th,  preser vat ion 
a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r ce s ,  EU  a s  a  g l o b a l  p l ay e r  a n d 
adminis trat ion;

o  a  s e co n d  d e di c ate d  f o l l ow - u p  r e p o r t  o f  p rev i o us  sp e cia l  re p o r t s ; 
and

o the EC A’s  annual  ac t iv it y  re p or t  for  2012.

The ECA will prepare two landscape reports :  one on EU public accountabilit y 
a n d  a u d i t  d e f i c i t s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  c o v e r i n g  EU  f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  r i s k s . 
T h e  l a n ds c a p e  r e p o r t s  w i l l  p r ov i d e  a n  as s e s s m e nt  o f  t h e  s i t u at i o n  a n d 
highl ight  any  gaps ,  over laps  and grey  areas .  T he a im of  these  rep or t s  is 
to  ass is t  EU p ol ic y  maker s  in  assessing the implicat ions  of  development s 
in  EU governance,  p ol ic y  and f inancial  management .  
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Finally,  in the contex t of  the EU’s response to the f inancial  crisis ,  the ECA 
is  wo r k i n g  o n  a n  au d i t  o f  th e  re f o r m  o f  th e  re g u l ato r y  a n d  su p e r v is o r y 
s ystems launche d by the Commission to address  the cr is is  in  the bank ing 
sec tor,  as  well  as  an audit  of  the management of  the balance of  payments 
ass is tance (to  b e complete d by mid -2014).

S tAt E m E n t  o F  A SS U r A n C E 

A signif icant propor tion of  the ECA’s  resources is  devoted to preparing its 
annual  statements of  assurance (also k nown as ‘DAS’ ).  These are based on 
f inan cia l  au dit s  of  th e  EU b u d g e t  an d Euro p ean D eve l o p m e nt  Fun ds ,  as 
we l l  as  th e  51  EU agencies ,  de centr a l is e d b o dies  and oth er  ins t i tut ions . 
T he audit  work  t akes  p lace  b et we en m arch of  year  n  through to  June of 
year  n+1,  to  a l low the annual  rep or t s  to  b e made avai lab le  according to 
the t im et ab le  set  by  the Financia l  Re gulat ion .  D ur ing 2013,  the  EC A wi l l 
t h e r e f o r e  wo r k  o n  t h e  co m p l e t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c at i o n  o f  t h e  s t ate m e nt  o f 
a s su r a n ce  f o r  t h e  2012  f i n a n c i a l  ye a r,  a n d  s t a r t  o n  t h e  e xe r c is e  f o r  t h e 
2013 f inancial  year.

The work underlying the statement of assurance covers the t wo aspects on 
which the Treat y on the Functioning of the European Union ( TFEU) requires 
t h e  E C A  t o  p r ov i d e  a n  a n n u a l  o p i n i o n:  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t s 
and the l e gal i t y  an d re gul ar it y  o f  th e trans ac tio ns  that  under l ie  them . 
W h e re  i t  c an ,  th e  EC A  t ake s  a cco unt  o f  th e  re sul t s  o f  th e  wo r k  o f  o t h e r 
a u d i t o r s ,  as  we l l  as  t h e  r e p r e s e nt at i o ns  o f  m a n a g e m e nt  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f 
th e  annual  ac t i v i t y  re p o r t s  of  th e  D ire c to r s  g en er al  of  th e  Co mmiss io n . 
Fu r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  DA S  a p p r o a c h  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  w w w.
e ca .europa.eu.

In  p er forming i t s  work  the EC A aims to  provide c lear  conclusions  on the 
s t a t e  o f  a c co u n t i n g  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  EU  b u d g e t  (a n d 
s p e c i f i c  s p e n d i n g  a r e a s) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  g i v e  p r a c t i c a l ,  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e 
re comm e ndations  where improvement s  can b e made.
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S E l E C t E d  PE r Fo r m A n C E  A n d  Co m Pl i A n C E 
AU d i t  r E P o r t S  E x PE C t E d  i n  2013

T he subje c t  areas  on which the EC A e xp e c t s  to  publ ish  sp e cia l  rep or t s  in 
2013 are presented below under the related f inancial  f ramework heading. 
Fur th e r  inf o r mat i o n o n th es e  t ask s ,  as  we l l  as  oth e r  in di v i dual  t ask s  o n 
which the EC A wi l l  work  in  2013 is  provide d in  the app endix1.

SuStainable Growth – Competitiveness for growth and employment (1a)

SuStainable Grow th – Cohesion  for grow th and employment (1b)

o Indirec t  research and technological  development under the Seventh 
Framework Pro gramme

o Rel iance by the Commission on audit  author i t ies  in  m emb er  States

o Energ y ef f ic ienc y proje c t s

o Supp or t  for  o lder  worker s

o marco Polo pro gramme:  sus tainable  f re ight  t ransp or t

o Re generat ion of  indus tr ia l  and mil i tar y  areas

o Road inf ras truc ture  proje c t s

o Solidarit y fund suppor t for the consequences of the 2009 ear thquake 
in  Abruz zi ,  I ta ly

o municipal  so l id  was te  inf ras truc ture  proje c t s

o Urban mobi l i t y  proje c t s

1 At this stage the title and planned publication date are only indicative. The Court has the right to choose whether 
and how it publishes the results of its selected audits in the form of special reports. Publication is decided on a case-
by-case basis, taking into account the best use of the Court’s financial and human resources.
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PreServation and ManaGeMent of natur al reSourceS (2)

eu aS a Global Partner (4)

Sever al fr aMework headinGS and revenueS / own reSourceS

o Adding value to  agr icultural  and fores tr y  pro duc t s

o Aid for  sp e ci f ic  t y p es  of  f arming (ar t ic le  6 8 ,  re gulat ion 73/09)

o Diver s i f icat ion measures  (under  A xis  3  of  E AFRD)

o Increasing the e conomic  value of  fores t s

o Supp or t  for  young f armer s

o EU co op erat ion with Eg y pt

o EU dire c t  f inancial  supp or t  to  the Pales t inian Author i t y

o EU supp or t  to  governance in  the D emo crat ic  Republ ic  of  Congo

o Planning and management  of  development  a id  to  central  A sia

o T he Commission’s  ver i f icat ion of  g NI  data  use d for  own resources
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