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Th e  E u r o p e a n  Co u r t  o f  Au d i t o r s  (t h e  Co u r t)  u n d e r ta k e s :

o	 Fi n a n c i a l  a u d i t s  -  o n  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  a cco u nt s  a n d  t h e  l e g a l i t y  a n d 
r e g u l a r i t y  o f  u n d e r l y i n g  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  F i n a n c i a l  a u d i t s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y 
re quire d by  l e gis lat io n (n ot ab l y  th e  s t ate m e nt  of  assur an ce,  o r  ‘ DA S’ ) 
and mos t ly  cover  comp lete  account s  for  each f inancia l  year. 

o 	 A key comp onent of  f inancial  audit  is  compliance audit ,  an assessment 
of  whether  t rans ac t ions or  s ys tems of  sp e ci f ic  budgetar y  areas  comply 
with re levant  rules  and re gulat ions governing the income or  sp ending. 

o 	 P e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t s  -  o n  t h e  s o u n d n e s s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t 
( including value for  money).  T hese audit s  are  on sp e ci f ic  managem ent 
or  budget ar y  topic s  cover ing a  numb er  of  f inancia l  year s . 
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Per formance and compliance audit topics are selected  at the Cour t ’s discretion 
on th e b asis  of  cr i ter ia  such as  r isk  analys is ,  p otent ia l  for  improvem ent  and 
public interest.  Their complex and detailed nature means they generally require 
more than one year  to  comp lete.

T h e  Co u r t  p u b l is h e s  t h e  r e su l t s  o f  i t s  a u d i t  wo r k  i n  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  t y p e s  o f 
rep or t :

o 	 Annual  Re p o r t s  -  present ing the result s  of  f inancia l  audit s  in  the form 
o f  s t ate m e nt s  o f  a s su r a n ce  o n  t h e  G e n e r a l  B u d g e t  a n d  t h e  Eu r o p e a n 
D e v e l o p m e n t  F u n d s .  T h e s e  t w o  r e p o r t s  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  t o g e t h e r  i n 
N ovemb er.

o 	 Sp e ci f ic  Annual  Re p or t s  -  presenting the result s  of  f inancia l  audit s  on 
the Union’s  agencies  and b o dies .

o 	 Sp e ci a l  R e p o r t s  -  pres ent ing th e result s  of  s e le c te d p er for mance and 
compliance audit s .  Sp e cia l  rep or t s  can b e publ ishe d at  any t ime of  the 
year.

In addition,  the Cour t is  called upon to provide its  opinion  on new or updated 
le gis lat ion with a  f inancia l  imp ac t . 

T h e  C o u r t  -  i n  l i n e  w i t h  o t h e r  s u p r e m e  a u d i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  -  c a r r i e s  o u t  i t s 
w o r k  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  h i g h e s t 
professional  qualit y.  This helps the Cour t achieve the necessar y independence 
and obje c t iv i t y  re quire d of  an e x ternal  auditor.
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The European Cour t of  Auditors is  the ex ternal  auditor of  the European Union. 
M o s t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  d e v o t e d  t o  a u d i t i n g  t h e  G e n e r a l  B u d g e t  o f  t h e 
Europ ean Union,  but  the Cour t  a lso audit s  the Europ ean D evelopment Funds 
and the EU ’s  agencies  and b o dies . 

This  document provides an over v iew of  the Cour t ’s  p lanned work and output 
for  2011. 

THE PLANNED WORK OF THE 	
EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 
IN 2011

AUDIT TASK S

In  2011 the Cour t  plans  to  publish:

o 	 45 Annual  Repor ts ,  including the Annual  Repor ts  on the 
G eneral  Budget ,  the  Europ ean D evelopment  Funds  and 
European agencies  and bodies;

o 	 20 Special  Repor ts;

o 	 the Annual  Ac tiv it y  Repor t  of  the Cour t .
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Annual R epo rt  and statem ent o f assura  nce

A  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Co u r t ’s  r e s o u r ce s  a r e  d e vo t e d  t o  f i n a n c i a l 
au d i t  as  a  b as is  f o r  t h e  St a t e m e n t  o f  A s s u r a n c e  (a ls o  k n ow n  as  t h e  ‘ DA S’ ) . 
T h i s  i nvo l ve s  e x a m i n i n g  a n d  t e s t i n g  t h e  EU  G e n e r a l  B u d g e t  a n d  Eu r o p e a n 
Development Fund accounts and transac tions for  each f inancial  year,  and the 
f inancial  statements of 43 European agencies and bodies.  The audit work takes 
p lace b et we en Septemb er of  year  n  through to June of  year  n+1,  to  a l low the 
A n nu a l  R e p o r t s  to  b e  p u b l ish e d  i n  th e  N ove m b e r  o f  ye a r  n+1.  D u r i n g  2011, 
the Cour t  wi l l  thus  complete  and publ ish  the St atement  of  A ssurance for  the 
2010 f inancia l  year,  and s t ar t  work ing on the 2011 f inancia l  year.

T he work  under ly ing the St atem ent  of  A ssurance cover s  the t wo asp e c t s  on 
which the Treat y  on the Func t ioning of  the Europ ean Union ( T FEU)  re quires 
t h e  C o u r t  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  a n n u a l  o p i n i o n :  R e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t s  a n d 
L e g al i t y  an d r e gul ar it y  o f  un d e rl y in g trans ac tio ns .  W here i t  can,  the Cour t 
t a k e s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  o t h e r  a u d i t o r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e 
re p re s e nt at i o ns  o f  m ana g e m e nt  in  th e  f o r m o f  th e  a n n u a l  a c t i v i t y  r e p o r t s 
o f  th e  D i r e c to r s  G e n e r a l  o f  th e  Co m m iss i o n ,  a n d  a ls o  th e  w ay  i n  w hi ch  th e 
Commission uses the annual summaries of Member States.  (Fur ther information 
on the DAS approach can be obtained on the Cour t ’s website:  w w w.eca.europa.
eu).

F o r  i t s  a u d i t  o f  t h e  2 010  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  t h e  C o u r t  w i l l  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  i t s 
e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  m u l t i - a n n u a l  n a t u r e  o f  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f 
Communit y spending and how it  af fec ts  the Cour t ’s  f indings for  the f inancial 
ye a r.  Pa r t i c u l a r  at te nt i o n  w i l l  a g a i n  b e  p a i d  to  r e cove r i e s ,  r e p ay m e nt s  a n d 
corre c t ions  and the e x tent  to  which these c an b e considere d to  comp ens ate 
for  the weak nesses  and error  leve ls  found. 
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Special reports planned for publication in 2011 and other 
selec ted audit tasks 

T h e  sp e cia l  re p o r t s  w hi ch  th e  Co u r t  e x p e c t s  to  p u b l ish  are  g ro u p e d  b e l ow 
under  the re levant  headings  of  the Union’s  20 07-2013 f inancia l  f ram ework .

Sustai  nab le G row th -  co m p e t i t i ve n e s s  f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  e m p l o y m e nt  (1a)

Sustai  nab le G row th -  co h e s i o n  f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  e m p l o y m e nt  (1b)

Pr e se rvati o n an d Ma nag e m e nt o f Natura   l R e so ur ce s  (2)

o 	 Corre c t ive  c ap acit y  (re cover ies)

o 	 Financia l  engine er ing

o	 Nuclear  de commissioning

o	 SME G uarante e f aci l i t y

o	 St ate  a id

o	 E- governm ent

o	 ER D F co - f inance d tour ism proje c t s

o	 Agr i - environm ent

o	 Single  Pay m ent  Schem e (SPS)

o	 Fo o d qual i t y

o	 Imp or te d m eat  s afet y

o	 Re cover ies

o	 Smal l  budget  l ines  -  Scho ol  mi lk  and Frui t
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EU as  a g lo bal pl ay e r  (4)

Adm i n istrati   o n  (5)

R e v e n u e

T h e  Co u r t  a ls o  p l a ns  to  wo r k  o n  o t h e r  s e l e c te d  au d i t  t as k s ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h 
are  only  at  a  pre l iminar y  s t age.  For  f ur ther  det ai ls ,  se e App endices  1  and 2 .

o 	 Budget support to ACP, Latin American and Asian 
countr ies

o	 D evolut ion in  del iver y  of  e x ternal  a id

o	 EU developm ent  ass is t ance for  e duc at ion

o	 EU ass is t ance in  Southern Cauc asus

o	 E U  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  c h a n n e l l e d  t h r o u g h  U N 
O rganiz at ions  in  conf l ic t  af fe c te d countr ies

o	 F o l l o w - u p  o f  S R  1 / 2 0 0 5  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e 
management of  the European Anti - Fraud O f f ice 
(O L AF)

o	 Cus toms Pro ce dure 42 ( VAT on imp or t s)
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Other ac tivities

D u r i n g  2 010  t h e  C o u r t  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a  p a p e r  o n  “ I m p r o v i n g  f i n a n c i a l 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  B u d g e t :  r i s k s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s ”  i n 
anticipation of the new Commission’s mandate; and three opinions on proposals 
to amend the Financial  Regulation.  The Cour t  is  carr y ing out a  f inancial  audit 
p i lot  proje c t  with the National  Audit  Ins t i tut ions of  t wo Memb er States;  and, 
together with the National  Audit  O f f ices of  t wo Member States ,  a  peer review 
of  the O f f ice  of  the Auditor  G eneral  of  N or way.

The Cour t is  actively involved in the Supreme Audit Institutions’  organisations, 
INTOSAI  and EUROSAI .  I t  chairs  the INTOSAI  Work ing Group on Accountabi l i t y 
f o r  a n d  A u d i t  o f  D i s a s t e r- r e l a t e d  A i d ,  a n d  i s  a  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  I N TO S A I 
Wo rk ing G roup o n Env iro nm ent al  Au dit  an d th e G l o b al  F inancia l  Cr is is  Task 
Force.  T he Cour t  a lso  contr ibutes  to  the developm ent  of  audit  m etho dolo g y 
a n d  a u d i t  s t a n d a r d s  t h r o u g h  i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a u d i t  s u b -
commit tee (FAS),  compliance audit  sub - commit tee (CAS) and the per formance 
audit  sub - commit te e (PA S).

In 2011 the Cour t intends to build on these activities, suppor ting as appropriate 
d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  c h a n g e s  p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e  n e w  F i n a n c i a l  R e g u l a t i o n  a n d 
discuss ions  in  prep arat ion for  the ne x t  f inancia l  f ram ework  (2014 onwards). 
In addit ion it  intends to begin the publication of  dedicated fol low- up repor ts 
to  show ac t ion t aken in  resp onse to  re comm endations  in  i t s  sp e cia l  rep or t s .
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks
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 w
as

 ad
op

te
d. 

Th
e m

ain
 ob

jec
tiv

es
 of

 th
e r

efo
rm

 ar
e t

o r
es

to
re

 ba
lan

ce
 

to
 th

e w
ine

 m
ar

ke
t, 

ph
as

e o
ut

 w
as

te
fu

l a
nd

 ex
pe

ns
ive

 m
ar

ke
t i

nt
er

ve
nt

ion
 

m
ea

su
re

s a
nd

 al
low

 th
e b

ud
ge

t t
o b

e u
se

d f
or

 m
or

e p
os

iti
ve

, p
ro

ac
tiv

e m
ea

s-
ur

es
 w

hic
h w

ill 
bo

os
t t

he
 co

m
pe

tit
ive

ne
ss 

of
 Eu

ro
pe

an
 w

ine
s.

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

th
e r

efo
rm

s o
f t

he
 w

ine
 se

cto
r a

re
 eff

ec
tiv

e 
an

d e
ffi

cie
nt

. 

SA
PS

2
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n a
nd

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t o
f n

at
ur

al 
re

so
ur

ce
s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
Th

e S
ing

le 
Ar

ea
 Pa

ym
en

ts 
Sc

he
m

e (
SA

PS
) i

s a
pp

lic
ab

le 
in 

ne
w 

M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s, 
an

d i
s a

 si
m

pli
fie

d v
er

sio
n o

f t
he

 Si
ng

le 
Pa

ym
en

ts 
Sc

he
m

e. 
Th

e t
ra

ns
iti

on
al 

pe
rio

d, 
se

t t
o e

nd
 in

 20
09

, h
as

 be
en

 ex
te

nd
ed

 to
 20

13
 be

ca
us

e o
f d

iffi
cu

lti
es

 in
 

im
ple

m
en

tin
g t

he
 Sc

he
m

e. 
  

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

th
e E

U 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 is
 eff

ec
tiv

e. 
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks
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 CO
UR
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IT

OR
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 20
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 SE
LE

CT
ED
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DI

T T
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KS
 

Au
di

t S
ub

je
ct

Fi
na

nc
ia

l f
ra

m
ew

or
k h

ea
di

ng
Po

lic
y a

re
a

Ar
ea

 d
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cr
ip

tio
n

Ob
je

ct
iv

e o
f t

he
 ta

sk
No

De
sc

rip
tio

n
Ti

tle
De

sc
rip

tio
n

Sla
ug

ht
er

ho
us

es
 in

 N
ew

 
M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s

2
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n a
nd

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t o
f n

at
ur

al 
re

so
ur

ce
s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
Fo

llo
wi

ng
 th

e C
om

m
iss

ion
's 

ad
op

tio
n o

f t
he

 'w
hit

e p
ap

er
 on

 fo
od

 se
cu

rit
y' 

in 
20

00
, t

he
 EU

 in
tro

du
ce

d a
 nu

m
be

r o
f in

iti
at

ive
s t

o i
m

pr
ov

e h
yg

ien
e a

nd
 

ve
te

rin
ar

y m
at

te
rs 

fo
r f

oo
d p

ro
du

cti
on

. T
he

 ne
w 

M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s h
av

e r
ec

eiv
ed

 
su

pp
or

t  f
or

 sl
au

gh
te

rh
ou

se
s a

nd
 to

 en
su

re
 th

at
 th

eir
 ab

at
to

irs
 ar

e i
n c

on
fo

rm
-

ity
 w

ith
 th

e n
or

m
s e

sta
bli

sh
ed

. 

 To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

sla
ug

ht
er

ho
us

es
 in

 th
e n

ew
 M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s 

im
ple

m
en

t E
U 

hy
gie

ne
 st

an
da

rd
s e

ffe
cti

ve
ly.

Sm
all

 bu
dg

et
 lin

es
 - 

Sc
ho

ol 
m

ilk
 an

d f
ru

it
2

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n a

nd
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f n
at

ur
al 

re
so

ur
ce

s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
Th

e C
om

m
iss

ion
 su

pp
or

ts 
pr

og
ra

m
m

es
 fo

r f
re

e d
ist

rib
ut

ion
 of

 m
ilk

 in
 sc

ho
ols

 
sin

ce
 19

99
, a

nd
 fr

uit
 si

nc
e 2

00
9, 

in 
or

de
r t

o e
nc

ou
ra

ge
 an

d c
ha

ng
e c

on
su

m
p-

tio
n h

ab
its

 of
 yo

un
g p

eo
ple

. 

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

th
e E

U 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 is
 eff

ec
tiv

e.

Fa
rm

 In
ve

stm
en

ts
2

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n a

nd
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f n
at

ur
al 

re
so

ur
ce

s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
Th

e E
AF

RD
 pr

ov
ide

s s
up

po
rt 

fo
r t

he
 m

od
er

nis
at

ion
 of

 ag
ric

ult
ur

al 
ho

ldi
ng

s t
o 

en
ab

le 
th

em
 to

 im
pr

ov
e t

he
ir p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 an

d t
o r

es
pe

ct 
Co

m
m

un
ity

 st
an

d-
ar

ds
, w

ith
 th

e o
ve

ra
ll a

im
 of

 im
pr

ov
ing

 co
m

pe
tit

ive
ne

ss 
of

 th
e a

gr
icu

ltu
ra

l a
nd

 
fo

re
str

y s
ec

to
r.

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

EU
 ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 is
 ta

rg
et

ed
 an

d e
ffe

cti
ve

.

Or
ga

nic
 Fa

rm
ing

2
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n a
nd

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t o
f n

at
ur

al 
re

so
ur

ce
s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
EU

 su
pp

or
t f

or
 or

ga
nic

 fa
rm

ing
 ai

m
s t

o p
ro

m
ot

e s
us

ta
ina

ble
 de

ve
lop

m
en

t 
an

d t
he

 pr
od

uc
tio

n o
f h

igh
 qu

ali
ty

 pr
od

uc
ts.

 Th
e m

ar
ke

t f
or

 or
ga

nic
 pr

od
uc

ts 
ha

s d
ev

elo
pe

d r
ap

idl
y i

n t
he

 la
st 

tw
o d

ec
ad

es
, w

ith
 an

nu
al 

gr
ow

th
 ra

te
s o

f 
ov

er
 10

 %
. S

pe
cia

lis
t o

rg
an

isa
tio

ns
 pr

ov
ide

 co
nt

ro
l a

nd
 ce

rti
fic

at
ion

 of
 or

ga
nic

 
pr

od
uc

tio
n i

n o
rd

er
 to

 m
ain

ta
in 

co
ns

um
er

 co
nfi

de
nc

e t
ha

t t
he

se
 pr

od
uc

ts 
ar

e 
ge

nu
ine

. 

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

th
e c

on
tro

l s
ys

te
m

s f
or

 or
ga

nic
 pr

od
uc

ts 
ar

e 
eff

ec
tiv

e i
n e

ns
ur

ing
 th

at
 re

qu
ire

m
en

ts 
fo

r o
rg

an
ic 

pr
od

uc
-

tio
n,

 pr
oc

es
sin

g, 
dis

tri
bu

tio
n a

nd
 im

po
rts

 ar
e a

pp
lie

d.

Tra
ns

pa
re

nc
y o

f C
AP

2
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n a
nd

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t o
f n

at
ur

al 
re

so
ur

ce
s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
Th

er
e i

s i
nc

re
as

ing
 pu

bli
c i

nt
er

es
t i

n t
he

 pr
inc

ipa
l b

en
efi

cia
rie

s o
f t

he
 CA

P. 
As

 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e C

om
m

iss
ion

's 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 Tr

an
sp

ar
en

cy
 In

iti
at

ive
, C

ou
nc

il R
eg

ula
tio

n 
12

90
/0

5 p
ro

vid
es

 th
at

 a 
lis

t o
f t

he
 pr

inc
ipa

l b
en

efi
cia

rie
s i

s p
ub

lis
he

d a
nn

ua
lly

. 

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

th
e p

ub
lic

at
ion

 of
 th

e p
rin

cip
al 

be
ne

fic
iar

ies
 

of
 th

e C
AP

 m
ee

ts 
th

e r
eg

ula
to

ry
 re

qu
ire

m
en

ts.
 

[A
dd

ing
 va

lue
 to

] A
gr

icu
l-

tu
ra

l a
nd

 Fo
re

str
y P

ro
du

cts
2

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n a

nd
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f n
at

ur
al 

re
so

ur
ce

s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
Th

e C
om

m
iss

ion
 pr

ov
ide

s S
m

all
 an

d M
ed

ium
 si

ze
d E

nt
er

pr
ise

s (
SM

Es
) s

up
po

rt 
to

 im
pr

ov
e t

he
ir o

ve
ra

ll p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 th
ro

ug
h t

he
 pr

oc
es

sin
g a

nd
 m

ar
ke

tin
g o

f 
pr

im
ar

y a
gr

icu
ltu

ra
l a

nd
 fo

re
str

y p
ro

du
cts

. 

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

su
pp

or
t m

ea
su

re
s f

or
 ad

din
g v

alu
e t

o 
ag

ric
ult

ur
al 

an
d f

or
es

try
 pr

od
uc

ts 
ar

e e
ffe

cti
ve

, a
nd

 if 
th

e 
de

liv
er

y m
ec

ha
nis

m
s a

re
 effi

cie
nt

. 

Su
pp

or
t f

or
 yo

un
g f

ar
m

er
s 

2
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n a
nd

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t o
f n

at
ur

al 
re

so
ur

ce
s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
Eu

ro
pe

 ha
s a

n a
gin

g p
op

ula
tio

n o
f f

ar
m

er
s, 

an
d a

gr
icu

ltu
ra

l a
cti

vit
y i

s n
ot

 
at

tra
cti

ve
 to

 yo
un

g p
eo

ple
. In

 th
e E

U-
27

, o
ve

r 5
5 %

 of
 pr

iva
te

 fa
rm

er
s a

re
 ov

er
 

55
 ye

ar
s o

f a
ge

, a
nd

 th
er

e i
s o

nl
y o

ne
 yo

un
g f

ar
m

er
 un

de
r 3

5 y
ea

rs 
fo

r e
ve

ry
 

nin
e f

ar
m

er
s a

ge
d o

ve
r 5

5 y
ea

rs.
 Th

e E
AF

RD
 pr

ov
ide

s €
 2,

9 b
illi

on
 to

 he
lp 

yo
un

g 
far

m
er

s t
o e

sta
bli

sh
 th

em
se

lve
s.

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

su
pp

or
t f

or
 yo

un
g f

ar
m

er
s i

s e
ffe

cti
ve

.

Ru
ra

l D
ev

elo
pm

en
t P

oli
cy

2
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n a
nd

 
m

an
ag

em
en

t o
f n

at
ur

al 
re

so
ur

ce
s

5
Ag

ric
ult

ur
e &

 Ru
ra

l 
De

ve
lop

m
en

t
Th

e R
ur

al 
de

ve
lop

m
en

t (
RD

) p
oli

cy
 is

 im
ple

m
en

te
d t

hr
ou

gh
 90

 RD
 Pr

og
ra

m
m

es
 

de
ve

lop
ed

 by
 M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s, 

an
d a

pp
ro

ve
d b

y t
he

 Co
m

m
iss

ion
. C

om
m

on
 

m
on

ito
rin

g a
nd

 ev
alu

at
ion

 ar
ra

ng
em

en
ts 

ha
ve

 be
en

 es
ta

bli
sh

ed
 to

 m
ea

su
re

 
th

e p
ro

gr
es

s, 
effi

cie
nc

y a
nd

 eff
ec

tiv
en

es
s o

f R
D 

Pr
og

ra
m

m
es

.

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 ho

w 
we

ll t
he

 Co
m

m
iss

ion
 an

d M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s 
im

ple
m

en
t t

he
 Ru

ra
l D

ev
elo

pm
en

t p
oli

cy
. 
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks
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UR

T O
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OR
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 20
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 SE
LE

CT
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DI

T T
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KS
 

Au
di

t S
ub

je
ct

Fi
na

nc
ia

l f
ra

m
ew

or
k h

ea
di

ng
Po

lic
y a

re
a

Ar
ea

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n

Ob
je

ct
iv

e o
f t

he
 ta

sk
No

De
sc

rip
tio

n
Ti

tle
De

sc
rip

tio
n

E-
go

ve
rn

m
en

t
1 b

Su
sta

ina
ble

 gr
ow

th
: 

co
he

sio
n f

or
 gr

ow
th

 an
d 

em
plo

ym
en

t

13
Re

gio
na

l P
oli

cy
Th

e F
eir

a E
ur

op
ea

n C
ou

nc
il i

n 2
00

0 l
au

nc
he

d t
he

 e-
Eu

ro
pe

 Co
m

m
un

ity
 in

iti
a-

tiv
e, 

so
 th

at
 th

e I
nf

or
m

at
ion

 So
cie

ty
 (I

S)
 w

ou
ld 

pla
y a

n i
nc

re
as

ing
ly 

sig
nifi

ca
nt

 
ro

le 
in 

th
e d

ev
elo

pm
en

t p
ro

gr
am

m
es

 im
ple

m
en

te
d b

y t
he

 St
ru

ctu
ra

l F
un

ds
. 

Th
e p

rin
cip

al 
ob

jec
tiv

es
 of

 th
e e

-E
ur

op
e A

cti
on

 Pl
an

s a
re

 to
 ac

hie
ve

 m
od

er
n 

on
lin

e p
ub

lic
 se

rv
ice

s, 
e-

go
ve

rn
m

en
t, 

a s
ec

ur
e i

nf
or

m
at

ion
 in

fra
str

uc
tu

re,
 as

 
we

ll a
s b

en
ch

m
ar

kin
g a

nd
 di

sse
m

ina
tio

n o
f g

oo
d p

ra
cti

ce
s.

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 w

he
th

er
 th

e C
om

m
un

ity
 sp

en
din

g i
n e

-
Go

ve
rn

m
en

t h
as

 be
en

 eff
ec

tiv
e.

Fin
an

cia
l e

ng
ine

er
ing

1 a
Su

sta
ina

ble
 gr

ow
th

: c
om

-
pe

tit
ive

ne
ss 

fo
r g

ro
wt

h 
an

d e
m

plo
ym

en
t

13
Re

gio
na

l P
oli

cy
Sm

all
 an

d M
ed

ium
 si

ze
d E

nt
er

pr
ise

s (
SM

Es
) a

re
 th

e b
ac

kb
on

e o
f t

he
 EU

 
ec

on
om

y. 
La

ck
 of

 ac
ce

ss 
to

 fin
an

ce
 is

 th
e m

ain
 co

ns
tra

int
 fo

r S
M

Es
 ex

pe
rie

nc
ing

 
ba

rri
er

s t
o i

nn
ov

at
ion

. T
he

 cu
rre

nt
 fin

an
cia

l c
ris

is 
is 

lik
ely

 to
 ha

ve
 w

or
se

ne
d 

th
e s

itu
at

ion
, a

nd
 im

pr
ov

ing
 SM

E's
 ac

ce
ss 

to
 fin

an
ce

 is
 im

po
rta

nt
. S

up
po

rt 
fo

r 
'fi

na
nc

ial
 en

gin
ee

rin
g' 

am
ou

nt
s t

o €
 11

 bi
llio

n.

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 if 

th
e E

RD
F fi

na
nc

ial
 en

gin
ee

rin
g m

ea
su

re
s 

ad
d v

alu
e a

nd
 im

pr
ov

e S
M

Es
' a

cce
ss 

to
 fin

an
ce

.

Nu
cle

ar
 D

ec
om

m
iss

ion
ing

1 a
Su

sta
ina

ble
 gr

ow
th

: c
om

-
pe

tit
ive

ne
ss 

fo
r g

ro
wt

h 
an

d e
m

plo
ym

en
t
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En

er
gy

In
 th

e E
U-

27
, a

 to
ta

l o
f 1

52
 nu

cle
ar

 re
ac

to
rs 

ar
e i

n o
pe

ra
tio

n i
n 1

5 M
em

be
r 

St
at

es
. D

ec
om

m
iss

ion
ing

 is
 th

e fi
na

l p
ha

se
 of

 th
e l

ife
 cy

cle
 of

 a 
nu

cle
ar

 in
sta

l-
lat

ion
, a

nd
 is

 pa
rt 

of
 en

vir
on

m
en

ta
l re

sto
ra

tio
n a

fte
r t

he
 en

d o
f t

he
 in

du
str

ial
 

ac
tiv

iti
es

. T
he

 EU
 pr

ov
ide

s s
ign

ifi
ca

nt
 fin

an
cia

l a
ssi

sta
nc

e (
€ 2

,8 
bil

lio
n)

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e E

BR
D 

an
d i

m
ple

m
en

tin
g a

ge
nc

ies
 in

 th
e r

ec
ipi

en
t c

ou
nt

rie
s, 

wh
ich

 m
an

ag
e 

th
e d

ec
om

m
iss

ion
ing

 ac
tiv

iti
es

.

To
 es

ta
bli

sh
 th

e e
xt

en
t t

o w
hic

h t
he

 ob
jec

tiv
es

 fo
r t

he
 fir

st 
10

 ye
ar

s o
f t

he
 EU

 nu
cle

ar
 de

co
m

m
iss

ion
ing
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og

ra
m

m
es

 
in 

Bu
lga

ria
, L

ith
ua

nia
 an

d S
lov

ak
ia 

ha
ve

 be
en

 ac
hie

ve
d.

To
ur

ism
 an

d C
ult

ur
e

1 b
Su

sta
ina

ble
 gr

ow
th

: 
co

he
sio

n f
or

 gr
ow

th
 an

d 
em

plo
ym

en
t

13
Re

gio
na

l P
oli

cy
To

ur
ism

 ha
s a

 hi
gh

 so
cio

-e
co

no
m

ic 
im

po
rta

nc
e f

or
 m

an
y r

eg
ion

s o
f t

he
 

EU
, re

pr
es

en
tin

g t
he

 m
os

t i
m

po
rta

nt
 ec

on
om

ic 
ac

tiv
ity

 in
 so

m
e a

re
as

. T
he

 
St

ru
ctu

ra
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a p
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at
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, c
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d t
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r t
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n f
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l p
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l F
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d b
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y d
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e r
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e C
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d c
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 re
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e c
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 m
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e c

or
re

cti
ve

 
ac

tio
n w

he
n w

ea
kn

es
se

s a
re

 id
en

tifi
ed

, a
nd

 if 
th
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks

EU
RO

PE
AN

 CO
UR

T O
F A

UD
IT

OR
S -

 20
11

 SE
LE

CT
ED

 AU
DI

T T
AS

KS
 

Au
di

t S
ub

je
ct

Fi
na

nc
ia

l f
ra

m
ew

or
k h

ea
di

ng
Po

lic
y a

re
a

Ar
ea

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n

Ob
je

ct
iv

e o
f t

he
 ta

sk
No

De
sc

rip
tio

n
Ti

tle
De

sc
rip

tio
n

Se
ap

or
ts

1 a
Su

sta
ina

ble
 gr

ow
th

: c
om

-
pe

tit
ive

ne
ss 

fo
r g

ro
wt

h 
an

d e
m

plo
ym

en
t

13
Re

gio
na

l P
oli

cy
Th

e C
om

m
iss

ion
's 

EU
 20

20
 st

ra
te

gy
 co

nfi
rm

s t
ha

t u
pg

ra
din

g a
nd

 in
te

r-c
on

ne
ct-

ing
 in

fra
str

uc
tu

re
s, 

be
tte

r in
te

gr
at

ion
 of

 tr
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l F
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e m
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n b
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l F
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Re
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n f
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l p
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f b
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3 b
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5 b
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ra
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e m
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bli

sh
 if 

St
ru

ctu
ra

l M
ea

su
re

s s
up

po
rt 

to
 M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

 is
 eff

ec
tiv

e f
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 re
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l p
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0 m
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o p
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 D
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, c
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l F
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e m
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l p
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s f
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y o
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s f
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d b
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s c
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e c
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ra
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 re
as
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n f
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e o
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at
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o b
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m
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y d
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at
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l F
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n f
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l p
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ra
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0 p
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s c
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e d
oc

um
en

ts 
(ce

rti
fie

d s
ta

te
m

en
t o

f fi
na

l 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re,

 fin
al 

re
po

rt 
an

d w
ind

ing
-u

p d
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e p
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l F
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n c

ar
rie

d 
ou

t p
ro

pe
rly

. 



13

Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks

EU
RO

PE
AN

 CO
UR

T O
F A

UD
IT

OR
S -

 20
11

 SE
LE

CT
ED

 AU
DI

T T
AS

KS
 

Au
di

t S
ub

je
ct

Fi
na

nc
ia

l f
ra

m
ew

or
k h

ea
di

ng
Po

lic
y a

re
a

Ar
ea

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n

Ob
je

ct
iv

e o
f t

he
 ta

sk
No

De
sc

rip
tio

n
Ti

tle
De

sc
rip

tio
n

Pr
oc

ur
em

en
t

1 a
,b

Su
sta

ina
ble

 gr
ow

th
: 

co
m

pe
tit

ive
ne

ss 
& 

co
he

sio
n f

or
 gr

ow
th

 an
d 

em
plo

ym
en

t

4 &
 

13
Em

plo
ym

en
t &

 so
cia

l 
aff

air
s, 

Re
gio

na
l p

oli
cy

St
ru

ctu
ra

l F
un

ds
 an

d C
oh

es
ion

 Fu
nd

 fin
an

ce
d p

ro
jec

ts 
th

at
 in

vo
lve

 pu
rch

as
e 

of
 go

od
s a

nd
 se

rv
ice

s b
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bli
c p

ro
cu

re
m

en
t r

ule
s. T

he
se

 pu
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e c
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d c
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e p
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x p
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d C
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e r
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o m
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ra
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 D
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o p
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e f
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l o
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r p
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 m
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t p
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n C
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f f
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o d
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks
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at
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 D
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at
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e t
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t o
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d t
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at
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t f
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e d
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e c
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s b
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e r
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks
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f t
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks
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Appendix 2: Preliminary Studies
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