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Th e  E u r o p e a n  Co u r t  o f  Au d i t o r s  (E C A)  u n d e r ta k e s :

o	 Financial  audits  -  on the rel iabil it y of  accounts and the legalit y and 
re gu lar i t y  o f  t r ans a c t i o ns .  F in an cia l  au di t s  are  g e n e r a l l y  re qui re d 
by le gis lat ion (not ably  the s t atement  of  assurance,  or  ‘ DA S’ )  on an 
annual  basis . 

o 	 Compliance audits  -  a  key component of  f inancial  audit ,  comprising 
a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  w h e t h e r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  ( i n c o m e  o r  s p e n d i n g)  o r 
s y s t e m s  o f  s p e c i f i c  b u d g e t a r y  a r e a s  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  a n d 
re gulat ions  governing them. 

o 	 Pe r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t s  -  o n  th e  s o un dn ess  of  f inan cia l  mana g e m e nt 
(including value for money).  These audits are on specif ic management 
or  budgetar y  topic s ,  of ten cover ing a  numb er  of  f inancial  year s . 

	  
	
P e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  a u d i t  t o p i c s  a r e  s e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  E C A’s 
d i s c r e t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c r i t e r i a  s u c h  a s  r i s k  o f  i r r e g u l a r i t y  o r  p o o r 
per formance, potential  for improvement and public interest.  Their complex 
a n d  d e t a i l e d  n a t u r e  m e a ns  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  r e q u i r e  m o r e  t h a n  a  ye a r  to 
complete.
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Th e  EC A p u b l i s h e s  t h e  r e s u lt s  o f  i t s  a u d i t  w o r k  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g 
t y p e s  o f  r e p o r t s :

o	 A n n u a l  r e p o r t s  -  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  a u d i t s  o f  t h e 
EU  b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  Eu r o p e a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  Fu n d s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f 
s tatement s  of  assurance.  T hese t wo rep or t s  are  publ ishe d to gether 
in  Novemb er  of  the fo l lowing year.

o 	 Sp e ci f ic  annual  re p or t s  -  present  the result s  of  f inancia l  audit s  of 
th e  EU  a g e n ci e s  an d  b o di e s .  T h ey  are  p u b l ish e d  at  th e  e n d  o f  th e 
fo l lowing year. 

o 	 Special  repor ts  -  present the results of  per formance and compliance 
audit s .  Sp e cia l  rep or t s  can b e publ ishe d at  any t ime of  the year.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  E C A  i s  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  p r o v i d e  i t s  o p i n i o n  o n  n e w  o r 
up date d le gis lat ion with a  f inancial  impac t .  I t  can a lso issue opinions  on 
topic s  of  interes t  at  i t s  own discret ion. 

T h e  EC A  -  in  l i n e  w i th  oth e r  su p re m e  au di t  ins t i t u t i o ns  -  c ar r i e s  o u t  i t s 
work  in  compliance with i nt e r n at i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s to  ensure the highes t 
professional  qual i t y. 
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T h e Euro p ean Co ur t  of  Au dito r s  is  th e  e x te r nal  au dito r  of  th e  Euro p ean 
Uni o n .  M os t  o f  i t s  re s o u rce s  a re  d evo te d  to  au d i t i n g  th e  b u d g e t  o f  th e 
EU.  H owever,  the  EC A a lso  audit s  the  Europ ean D eve lopm ent  Funds  and 
the EU agencies  and b o dies . 

This document provides an over view of the ECA’s planned work and output 
for  2012.  I t  a lso includes information on other  developments ar is ing f rom 
the EC A’s  Audit  Strate g y 20 09 -2012 (f ur ther  information on which can b e 
obtaine d at :  w w w.e ca .europa.eu).

THE PLANNED WORK OF THE 	
EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS IN 
2012

Th e  EC A i n t e n d s  t o  p u b l i s h :

o 	 51 annual  re p or t s  on the 2011 f inancial  year,  including the annual 
r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  EU  b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  Eu r o p e a n  D eve l o p m e nt  Fu n ds , 
and the sp e ci f ic  annual  rep or t s  on EU agencies  and b o dies;

o 	 22 sp e cial  re p or t s ;

o 	 the EC A’s  annual  ac t iv it y  re p or t  for  2011;

o 	 o p i n i o n s /o b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  t h e  n e w  s e c t o r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e 
common agricultural  pol ic y,  s truc tural  and cohesion funds and own 
resources  of  the Europ ean Union.
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Appendices 1 and 2 set out the main selected audit task s  and preliminar y 
studies  on which the ECA wil l  be work ing in 2012,  based on the fol lowing 
pr ior i t y  areas: 

o 	 Environment ,  c l imate  change & sus tainable  development ;

o 	 Grow th & jobs ,  deal ing with chal lenges  of  global is at ion;

o 	 EU as  a  global  par tner ;

o 	 Gre ening p ol ic y ;  and

o	 Financial  cr is is .

T h e  p l a n n e d  w o r k  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e c e n t 
d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  E C A’ s  a u d i t  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n e w 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  EU  e co n o m i c  g ove r n a n ce ,  t h e  Eu r o p e  2020  s t r a t e g y, 
t h e  r e v i s e d  F i n a n c i a l  R e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e  E U  b u d g e t  r e v i e w  a n d  t h e  n e w 
internat ional  s tandards  for  supreme audit  ins t i tut ions  ( ISSAIs).  Provis ion 
is  a lso made for  providing opinions as  necessar y on prop osals  re lat ing to 
the new multi -annual f inancial  f ramework ,  notably the sec toral  legislation 
governing revenue and the use of  EU funds in  the main p ol ic y  areas  af ter 
2013.
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New produc ts and initiatives

The ECA has a strategic aim to widen the range of its  audit-based produc ts 
and ini t iat ives  dur ing the p er io d 20 09 to  2012.

Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  EC A:
o	 p u b l is h e d  a  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  i n  2011  o n  “Co ns e q u e n ce s  f o r  p u b l i c 

accountabi l i t y  and publ ic  audit  in  the EU and the ro le  of  EC A in  the 
l ight  of  the current  f inancial  and e conomic  cr is is”;

o 	 publ ishe d an o p i n i o n  in  2011 on the Commission’s  gre en pap er  on 
the mo dernis at ion of  publ ic  pro curement  p ol ic y ;

o 	 wil l  publish in 2012 a dedicated follow- up repor t  to provide greater 
focus on the action taken to address the recommendations of previous 
p er formance audit  rep or t s;

o 	 i s  p l a n n i n g  to  m a ke  o b s e r v a t i o ns  o n  t h e  f i r s t  e v a l u a t i o n  r e p o r t 
pro duce d under  Ar t ic le  318 of  the Treat y  on the Func tioning of  the 
European Union ( TFEU),  which the Commission is  required to deliver 
to  t h e  Eu r o p e a n  Pa r l i a m e n t  a n d  Co u n c i l  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s c h a r g e 
pro ce dure;

o	 wil l  submit i tself  to a peer review  on its  per formance audit  process;

o 	 is  ac t ively  involved in  the Supreme Audit  Inst i tution associat ions of 
I NTOSAI  and EU ROSAI ,  including being a  member of  the governing 
b oard of  the lat ter ;

o 	 is  prepar ing i t s  s t rat e g y f o r  2013 onwards ,  including consultat ion 
with s takeholder s .  
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Statement of Assur ance 

A  s i g n i f i c a nt  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  EC A’s  av a i l a b l e  r e s o u rce s  i s  d e vo te d  to 
preparing its  annual  statements of  assurance (also known as ‘DAS’ ).  These 
are based on f inancial  audits of the EU budget and European Development 
Funds ,  as  wel l  as  the 49 EU agencies  and b o dies .  T hey involve e xamining 
and tes t ing in  detai l  the annual  account s  and trans ac t ions  that  under l ie 
t h e m .  T h e  a u d i t  wo r k  t a ke s  p l a ce  b e t w e e n  M a r c h  o f  ye a r  n  t h r o u g h  to 
June of  year  n+1,  to  a l low the annual  rep or t s  to  b e presente d according 
to  th e  t im e t ab l e  re quire d  by  th e  Finan cia l  R e gulat io n .  D ur in g 2012,  th e 
EC A w i l l  thus  work  on th e  comp le t ion and p ub l ic at ion of  th e  St atem ent 
of  A ssurance for  the 2011 f inancial  year,  and s tar t  on the e xercise  for  the 
2012 f inancial  year.

The work underlying the statement of assurance covers the t wo aspects on 
which the Treat y on the Functioning of the European Union ( TFEU) requires 
t h e  EC A  to  p r ov i d e  a n  a n n u a l  o p i n i o n:  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t s 
and the legalit y and regularit y of the transac tions that underlie them . 
W h e re  i t  c an ,  th e  EC A t akes  acco unt  of  th e  resul t s  of  th e  wo r k  of  o t h e r 
a u d i t o r s ,  as  we l l  as  th e  re p re s e nt at i o ns  o f  m an a g e m e nt  in  th e  f o r m  o f 
the annu al  ac t i v i t y  r e p o r t s  of  the Dire c tors  G eneral  of  the Commission. 
Fu r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  DA S  a p p r o a c h  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  w w w.
e ca .europa.eu.

In  p er forming i t s  work  the EC A aims to  provide c lear  conclusions  on the 
state of accounting and f inancial management for the dif ferent areas of the 
EU budget ,  as  well  as  to make prac tical ,  cost- ef fec tive re commendat ions 
where improvement s  can b e made.
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S e l e c t e d  p e r f o r m an  c e  an  d  c o m p l i an  c e 

audit reports e xpec ted in 2012

The special  repor ts which the ECA expects to publish in 2012 are presented 
below under the related f inancial  framework heading1.  Fur ther information 
on the indiv idual  task s  for  which adoption of  a  sp e cial  rep or t  is  forese en 
in  2012 is  provided in  app endix  1.  Information on the prel iminar y  s tudies 
to  b e carr ie d out  in  2012 is  provide d in  app endix  2 .

Sustainable Growth – Competitiveness for growth and employment (1a)

S u s ta i n a b l e  G r o w t h  –  Cohes ion  f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  (1b)

Pr e s e r vat i o n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  N at u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  (2)

1  At  th is  s t a g e th e t i t l e  an d p lann e d p u b l i c at i o n date  are  o n l y  in di c at i ve .  T h e EC A has  th e 
r i ght  to  ch o os e w h e th e r  an d h ow i t  p ub l ish e s  th e re sul t s  o f  i t s  s e l e c te d au di t s  in  th e f o r m 
o f  sp e cia l  re p o r t s .  Pu b l i c at i o n is  d e c i d e d o n a  c as e - by - c as e b as is ,  t ak in g into a cco u nt  th e 
b e s t  us e o f  th e EC A’s  f inan cia l  an d hu m an re s o u rce s .

o 	 D e commissioning of  nuclear  ins tal lat ions

o	 S t r u c t u r a l  F u n d s  -  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  d e f i c i e n c i e s 
identi f ie d in  the M emb er  States ’  management  and control  s ys tems

o	 Financial  Engine er ing

o	 Seap or t s

o	 Ageing worker s

o	 C l o s u r e  o f  S t r u c t u r a l  F u n d s  p r o g r a m m e s  f o r  t h e  2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 6 
pro gramming p er io d

o	 Mo dernis at ion of  agr icultural  holdings

o	 Reform of  the CMO wine

o	 Dire c t  a id  to  animal  se c tor

o	 Single  Area Pay ment  Scheme

o	 O rganic  pro duc t s

o	 Slaughterhouses  in  new M emb er  States
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Fr e e d o m ,  S e c u r i t y  a n d  J u s t i c e  (3a)

EU a s  a  g l o b a l  pa r t n e r  (4)

A d m i n i s t r at i o n  (5)

S e v e r a l  f r a m e w o r k  h e a d i n g s

o	 D o  t h e  S o l i d a r i t y  a n d  M i g r a t i o n  Fu n d s  c o n t r i b u t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o 
coherent  EU co op erat ion in  the inte grat ion of  non - EU immigrant s?

o	 EU  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  s u p p l y  a n d  b a s i c 
s anitat ion in  ACP countr ies

o	 Common R ELE X information s ys tem (CR IS)

o 	 EU development  a id  for  fo o d se cur i t y  in  Sub -Saharan Af r ica

o	 EDF contr ibution to  a  sus tainable  Af r ican road net work

o	 EU assis tance to  Turk ish Cy pr iot  communit y

o	 EU pre -accession assis tance for  Croat ia

o	 Human capita l  management  at  the Commission

o	 Ef fe c t iveness  of  EUROS TAT in  improving the pro cess  for  pro ducing 
EU s tat is t ic s

o	 Conf l ic t  of  interes t  s i tuat ions  in  se le c te d EU agencies
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks
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Appendix 1: Selected Audit Tasks
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